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You can have a garden that is beautiful and water-
wise by following these basic principles:

e Use less thirsty plants in your garden. Keep turf
grass (the thirstiest plant of all!) to a minimum. Use
warm-season turf and look for native and California
Friendly plants that are well suited to regional

and local conditions. Warm season turf include St.
Augustine for shaded lawns and Zoysia ‘Victoria’,
De Anza or hybrid Bermuda for sunny lawns. Log on
to bewaterwise.com and check out the California
Friendly Gardening Guide, with garden templates,
pictures and information on plants that look great
and use little water.

e Water plants only when needed. Water in the early
morning, when evaporation is low and air is calmer.
Avoid runoff and over spray. Use tools such as the
Watering Calculator and Watering Index (you can find
them at bewaterwise.com) to adjust watering times
to plant needs. Cash in on rebates for smart sprinkler
controllers and precision rotating sprinkler heads.

e Group plants thoughtfully. When selecting trees,
shrubs, ground covers, perennials and annuals for
your garden, look for varieties that naturally grow

together and use about the same amount of water.






Sprinklers

If you have automatic sprinklers, chances are you are
watering more often than needed. Follow these simple
steps to make sure you are using the right amount of
water.

* Re-examine your watering schedule by using the
Watering Calculator at bewaterwise.com. It takes into
account variables like plant needs, soil conditions and
weather.

 Reduce irrigation cycles by 1-3 minutes or eliminate
one cycle per week and save 15-25 gallons per
minute and up to 250 gallons per cycle.

e Water only before 8 am to reduce evaporation and
wind interference and save 20-25 gallons per day.

¢ |nvest in a “smart controller” and let it adjust your
watering needs automatically. Smart controllers take
over decisions about when and how much to water and
save about 40 gallons a day.

 Replace the sprinklers. Upgrade your sprinklers
with new, water-saving rotary nozzles that keep your
landscape healthy while reducing run-off.

* Adjust sprinklers to prevent overspray and runoff and
save 15-25 gallons per day.

¢ Repair leaks and broken sprinkler heads and save up
to 20 gallons per leak per day.

e If you consult a landscape contractor, ask them about
their knowledge of water-efficient landscaping.
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