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Front view of central section of the Softening and Filtration Plant. The palm tree which frames the view is one of the trees
and shrubs recently planted in landscaping the grounds.
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Preparing City Mains
For Soft Water

With the view of making available
the full benefits of the soft and filtered
water to the water users in cities now
taking or preparing to take the aqueduct
supply, District engineers under the
supervision of Distribution Engineer R.
B. Diemer are cooperating in every way
possible with the municipal water offi-
cials.

Where the local water is hard or is
not filtered, it has a tendency to deposit
mineral or organic substances on the
inner walls of the distribution pipe lines.
The soft and filtered water from the
aqueduct does not contain the foreign
substances which cause such deposits, and
in fact has the effect of cleaning out the
deposits. When these deposits are thus
washed away they may, for a few days,
give the water a murky appearance, or
even a disagreeable odor. A thorough
flushing of the city mains with the soft
and filtered aqueduct water will dispose
of most or possibly all of the accumu-
lated deposits before they reach the con-
sumer, it has been pointed out.

In some instances, it is further ex-
plained, the municipal water authorities
may choose to mix the aqueduct water
with local water. Such a mixture may
not in all cases be entively satisfactory
because of certain chemical reactions that
may occur. When the District engineers
are advised of such mixtures they take
immediate steps to assist in preventing
undesirable reactions.

When the aqueduct water leaves the
Softening and Filtration Plant it is
softened to a degree of about 85 parts
per million, and this degree of softness
is to be maintained. The water also is
filtered crystal clear. It is odorless, con-
tains no chlorinous taste, and is free of
all substances which cause deposits 1n
distribution mains, house plumbing and
hot water heaters. IFurthermore, the
aqueduct distribution lines are thorough-
Iy flushed and cleaned before water is
delivered to the District cities.

UEDUCT NEWS

Night view of the settling and filtration basins which form the north wing of the

Softening and Filtration Plant.

First Colorado River Water Flows

Into Pasadena Reservoir on June 17

-

On Tuesday, June 17, the first Colo-
rado River Aqueduct water to come to
any District city flowed into the Sun-
set reservolr in Pasadena.

The soft and filtered aqueduct water
arrived at the Pasadena reservoir a day
ahead of schedule. It had been planned
to begin the delivery of the new water
supply on June 18. By June 17, the
District engineers had completed the

flushing of the distribution line between
the Softening and Filtration Plant and
Pasadena, and the officials of the Pasa-
dena Water Department, as well as the
District, decided there was no need to
hold up a good thing anv longer than
necessary.

Arrival of the first aqueduct water
was not marked by any formal celebra-
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THE WATER IS COMING

(1) Placing the last section of pipe in the Burbank to Santa Monica feeder a few days before the arrival of the first flow of

softened and filtered water from the Colorado River.

(2) Here at the outlet tower in Lake Mathews, the aqueduct water poured

into the 150-mile distribution system. After passing through the Softening and Filtration Plant, 35 miles to the north, it was
sent on its way to six of the District cities. (3) First Colorado River water to be delivered to any District city gushes out of a
series of inlet pipes and into the Sunset reservoir in Pasadena as Pasadena city officials line up to witness the historic event.
(4) Distribution Engineer R. B. Diemer for the District (left) hands Water Superintendent Morris Jones of Pasadena his first

drink of soft and filtered aqueduct water.

First Water

(Continued from Page 2)
tion or ceremony. There were no fuss
and feathers, no brass bands, no oratory.
T'o be sure, the arrival of this first water
marked the consummation of the great-
est domestic water supply project in
America. It was a fact that the spar-
kling, crystal clear water which Howed
into the Pasadena reservoir had traveled
more than 300 miles across deserts and
under mountains in a giant man-made
river upon which engineers and an army
of workmen had labored for more thai

’ eight years. But to the men on the aque-

duct job, it was just a part of the day's
work—this turning of a valve which
brought the first Colorado River water
to the homes of one of the cities of The

Metropolitan Water District of South-
ern California.

Present to witness the historic event
were sceveral representatives of the City
of Pasadena and the District. Present
also were reporters and camera men
from the Los Angeles metropolitan news-
papers and Pasadena. Included in the
Pasadena group were Franklin T homas,
Vice Chairman of the District Board of
Directors and Pasadena's representative
on the Board; Chairman A. l. Stewart
and Director M. S. Brenner of the
Board of Directors; City Manager C.
W. Koiner and Water Superintendent
Morris S. Jones. Representing the Dis-
trict was Distribution Engineer Diemer.

On June 18 aqueduct water was
turned into the municipal water systems

of Burbank, Beverly Hills, Santa Mon-

ica, Compton and Torrance. A few days
later a small flow of the new water
supply was taken by the City of Los
Angeles at its Ascot reservoir. At the
close of the month the last links in the
Orange County feeder were being com-
pleted, and aqueduct water was sched-
uled to be available to Anaheim, Fuller-
ton and Santa Ana by or before the

middle of July.

Soft and filtered water from the
aqueduct is now available to all of the
District cities which have provided a
physical connection with the aqueduct
distribution  system.  Water is de-
livered to these cities upon the request
of the local water authorities. After
the water flows into the municipal water
system it is handled by the city authori-
ties.



Across 200 miles of desert and mountain country, of which this view is typical, the
army of aqueduct builders has constructed and made ready for operation the
country’s largest domestic water supply line.

Aqueduct ProiectyReviewed As New
Water Supply Comes to M. W. D. Cities

After more than eight vears of un-
mterrupted construction work over a
three-hundred-mile front and with 38.-
000 men on the job from first to last,
the giant Colorado River Aqueduct of
The Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California has started the de-
Livery of water.

As this new water supply is diverted
from the distant Colorado River, flows
across wide desert and mountain spaces,
and finally down into the favored cities
on the Coastal Plain of Southern Cali-
fornia, it brings with it a message of
everlasting security against drought.
It brings with it the message that a
great people, with vision, courage and
an indomitable will, have been rewarded,
at last, with the golden fruits of their
labor.

T'he soft and filtered Colorado River
water that is now gushing from the
taps of homes in a number of the Dis-
trict cities is the product of long vears
of struggle, toil and planning. It crowns
with success the efforts of those who
battled in the legislative halls of the
state and nation to secure essential legis-
lation to set the huge aqueduct pro-
ject in motion. It crowns with success
the labors of the engineers who surveyed
and mapped 25,000 square miles of
trackless desert country searching out
the best and most economical route for

the world’s largest water supply line.
It is the greatest reward of all for those
whose engineering plans overcame the
countless physical obstacles that stood in
the pathway of the aqueduct, and those
who worked under a merciless desert
sun to build the giant waterway.

The basic reason for the building of
the Colorado River Aqueduct, of course,
is that Southern California is by nature
a semi-arid, desert country. During the
past winter season this section of the
country received in many spots well over
30 inches of rainfall, but on the average
this territory can expect to have not
more than about 15 inches of rain a vear.
T'here have been many vears in the past
fifty in which only a trace of rain came
to this region during an entire year.

The visitor seeing the highly developed

communities and citrus groves on the
Coastal Plain of Southern California

cannot readily believe that such a region
is naturally a desert land. All about
him he sees beautiful homes, with Tuxu-
riant gardens and lawns and with every
evidence of great quantities of water in
use. And of course everyone knows that
every standard movie home in Beverly
Hills and Hollywood is equipped with
a swimming pool—and swimming pools
require water.

T'he truth is that these Southern Cali-
fornia cities and citrus growing areas do
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use a great deal of water. It has been
the generous use of water that has made
possible the remarkable development of
chis region. "T'he water which, during
the past forty years, has transformed
this section of the United States into
a great metropolitan area comes princi-
pally from the underground reserves
which had been slowly accumulating
over the hundreds of vears that pre-
ceded the coming of the energetic Yan-
kee.

For the past twenty years, or more.
the water users have been taking out of
these basins far more water than is
being returned. T'he consequence has
been a depletion of these reserves. Dur-
ing average rainfall vears, the Southern
California Coastal Plain has been tak-
ing out of the ground about 200,000,000
gallons of water a dav more than has
Eteen replaced. The result has been a
constant lowering of the water levels,
and in a number of places near the
coast these levels have been drawn down
tar below sea level, and the basins have
been forever destroved by salt water.

First surveys on the Colorado River
Aqueduct were set under way by the
City of Los Angeles in 1923,

As these studies progressed, it became

more and more evident that the need g~

for Colorado River water was not con-
fined to Los Angeles. In fact. it was
quite clear that many other commu-
nities needed the additional water more
acutely than Los Angeles. How these
separate and noncontiguous cities could
join in a common venture to finance and
butld a water supply system for their
mutual benefit was the problem that
confronted the residents of the region.
T'he problem was solved by W. L.
Mathews, at that time the Special Coun-
sel for the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power, and later General
Counsel for the District, and James H.
Howard., then the City Attorney of
Pasadena and now the District’s Gen-
eral Counsel. They conceived and de-
veloped the plan of establishing a new
type of political subdivision of the State,
a governmental unit that would enable
separate incorporated cities and other
types of areas to organize a water dis-
trict through which they could finance,
build and operate a water supply sys-
tem, and vet retain their full corporate
independence in all other respects. Neces-
sary legislation authorizing such a poli-
tical subdivision of the State of Califor-
nia was adopted by the State Legisla-
ture in 1927, In 1928 there was or-
ganized The Metropolitan Water Dis-
trict of Southern California. Originally
there were eleven cities in the District.
(Continued on Page 8)






