




























































































































ANNUAL REPORT TO
THE CALIFORNIA

STATE LEGISLATURE

FEBRUARY 2015

Solano County Water Agency



Dear State Legislators: 

Thank you for taking the time to review Solano County Water Agency’s  

(SCWA) Annual Report to the California State Legislatures. The Board 

of Directors and staff’s  goal of this brochure is  to provide a  brief overview 

to all state, federal and local government agencies on the activities of SCWA for the year 2015.

The SCWA was formed in 1951 by an Act of the State Legislature and local agencies involved 

in water and flood management. The SCWA Board is composed of the Solano County Board 

of Supervisors, seven mayors representing each city of Solano County, and three directors 

from the three agricultural water districts.

SCWA is a wholesale water supply agency providing untreated water to cities and  

agricultural districts from the Federal Solano Project and the North Bay Aqueduct located in 

the Delta out of Cache Slough. Additionally, SCWA is involved in numerous Flood  

Management programs within Solano County including levees bordering the Yolo Bypass in 

and adjacent to Solano County. 

Furthermore, SWCA is working with Federal, State and local agencies to ensure the 

protection of our agricultural industry that do not participate in the numerous habitat 

conservation projects proposed in the eastern Solano County area. For landowners and  

agricultural businesses that are interested in developing conservation projects in Solano 

County, SCWA is there to assist. 

Our goal is to continue engaging with Federal, State and local agencies in the development 

of the relocated North Bay Aqueduct intake and its attendant public benefits.  Also, SCWA 

ensures Solano County has a voice with the development of any water and habitat project 

with direct or indirect impacts in Solano County.

The SWCA Board of Directors and Staff look forward to meeting the challenging and  

changing needs of our very diverse county in 2015, and to working closely with all local, State 

and Federal agencies that have direct or indirect interests in Solano County.   

Sincerely, 

Dale Crossley, Chairman of the Board of Directors
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Monticello Dam and Lake Berryessa
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Monticello Dam impounds Lake Berryessa, 
one of the largest reservoirs in the State at 
a capacity of 1.6 million acre feet.  Although 
the Solano Project is owned by the Federal 
Government, it is operated and maintained by 
SCWA. SCWA has paid off the construction 
debt of $33 million to the Federal Govern-
ment. The Putah Diversion Dam is six miles 
downstream from Monticello Dam.  The 
Putah Diversion Dam forms Lake Solano and 
diverts water to the Putah South Canal and 
releases water to Putah Creek. 

Through the 33 miles long Putah South Canal, the 
Solano Project provides water supplies to cities, 
institutions and agricultural districts. Annually the 
Solano Project provides 200,000 acre feet of high 
quality water. About 75% of Solano Project water 
goes to the Solano Irrigation District and the Maine 
Prairie Water District for distribution to growers, 
supporting the County’s vibrant agricultural 
economy.
As part of our Lake Berryessa stewardship efforts, 
SCWA implements a public outreach and inspection 
program to reduce the risk of invasive mussels. Lake 
Berryessa has a high risk of invasive mussel 
infestation due to its water chemistry and high 
recreation use.

SCWA has applied for a State grant for our 
boater outreach/inspection invasive mussel 
species program at Lake Berryessa. SCWA 
is also a part of a regional (Solano, Napa, 
Yolo and Lake counties) State grant  
application for a coordinated mussel  
program.  The State Division of Boating 
and Waterways administers the grant 
program.

•  SCWA seeks State grant funding of invasive 
mussel species management

SOLANO PROJECT

Monticello Dam

Putah South Canal

Putah Divison Dam
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   Key Issues: 



   STATE WATER PROJECT

The North Bay Aqueduct of the State 
Water Project currently serves the 
cities of Vallejo, Benicia, Fairfield and 
Vacaville along with cities in Napa 
County. The Barker Slough Pumping 
Plant pumps from the Delta to an  
underground pipeline that goes 
through Solano County into Napa 
County. On average about 40,000 acre 
feet per year is delivered to Solano  
cities from the State Water Project.

SCWA works closely with other State Water  
Project contractors and the California Department 
of Water Resources on improving the water supply 
reliability of the Project and managing Project costs.  
SCWA and our cities have augmented their State 
Water Project supplies by securing additional  
water supplies through water rights permits,  
asserting area of origin rights and water purchases.      

In 2014 SCWA reached an important settlement 
with the State on an area of origin contract claim 
that will result in substantial additional State  
Water Project supplies.

Barker Slough Pumping Plant
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•  The State Water Project needs to build on lessons learned 
from the 2013-2014 drought to balance water deliveries to its 
contractors while protecting the environment and water quality 
in the Delta.
• Water supply contracts between the State Water Projects and 
water contractors, including SCWA, expire in 2035 and need to 
be extended to finance State Water Project capital projects, such 
as the North Bay Aqueduct Alternate Intake Project.

   Key Issues: 



NORTH BAY AQUEDUCT
ALTERNATE INTAKE PROJECT

The North Bay Aqueduct Alternate Intake Project (AIP) will provide a more reliable and 
higher quality water supply to SCWA cities and Napa County cities. The North Bay  
Aqueduct Pumping Plant pumps from Cache Slough and suffers from poor water quality 
(turbidity and organic carbon) and has pumping restrictions due to the presence of  
endangered species (Delta smelt and longfin smelt). The State of California has designated 
Cache Slough as a prime area for tidal wetlands habitat restoration for the benefit of  
endangered species that will increase organic carbon (for the fish food chain) and the  
presence of endangered species near the North Bay Aqueduct pumps.

Delta Smelt
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•  Because of the State program to increase tidal wetland habitat, the State has an obligation to 
help fund the Alternate Intake Project. 
•  SCWA believes that the State should contribute at least half of the Alternate Intake Project 
capital costs that is estimated to be $550 million.

   Key Issues: 



As with most public agencies, SCWA has funding needs beyond its current resources.  
Solano County’s population growth is expected to increase by 16% by 2030 and 36% by 
2050. The North Bay Aqueduct Alternate Intake Project will help meet the water demands 
of this growing population and economy by improving water supply reliability.  Funding 
for flood protection is also needed.  Regional projects such as the Yolo Bypass/Cache Slough 
Framework and our Integrated Regional Water Management Plans also have large funding 
needs. Funding is needed for implementation of the SCWA HCP and Lower Putah Creek 
Coordinating Committee projects. State funding from Water Bond and other sources are 
key to assisting local Solano agencies for all these projects and programs.

•  Water Bond funding is an important 
source of funding for SCWA programs 
and projects.

   Key Issues: 

FUNDING NEEDS
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THE DELTA

Major changes in the Delta are 
contemplated from the Bay Delta  
Conservation Plan, from other  
programs implemented by the State 
and Federal water projects to meet 
Endangered Species Act requirements 
and flood management projects. 

   Key Issues: 
•  Water quality and endangered species impacts to the 
North Bay Aqueduct must be addressed.
•Need to work with Solano County and local  
reclamation districts to minimize loss of agricultural 
lands.
•  Economic impacts of agricultural land conversion to 
habitat must be fully mitigated.
• Sustainable flood management  must be a part of any 
Delta fix. 
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YOLO BYPASS/CACHE SLOUGH CORRIDOR

SCWA is participating with 
Solano County, Yolo County, the 
Sacramento Area Flood Control 
Agency and State and Federal 
Agencies (and others) in 
developing an integrated 
management plan for the Yolo 
Bypass and Cache Slough area that 
will meet the State and Federal 
needs for fish habitat and flood 
management projects in a manner 
that preserves agriculture to the 
maximum extent feasible and 
benefits local governments and the 
local economy.

   Key Issue: 
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•   The local agencies needs State funding 
and participation to continue integrated 
management planning.

• Existing State funds should be utilized 
to allow early implementation projects to 
proceed to start a working relationship 
among the parties.



SCWA is a founding member of the Lower Putah Creek Coordinating Com-
mittee and permanently funds most of the Committee’s operating costs. Over 
the years the Committee has been very successful in obtaining over $11 million 
in grants, administered by SCWA, for restoration projects in Putah Creek and, 
with the Putah Creek Council, provides an effective community outreach pro-
gram. 

 
•   The LPCCC and SCWA support measures that provide funding sources for creek habitat 
restoration projects.

Before After

LOWER PUTAH CREEK
COORDINATING COMMITTEE

Winters Putah Creek Park

   Key Issue: 
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WATER CONSERVATION

SCWA continues an active urban water 
conservation project done in cooperation 
with cities and agricultural districts in 
Solano County. Many conservation and 
education programs are done countywide 
and some regionally.

In cooperation with three agricultural 
water districts, SCWA meets the conser-
vation needs of the greater agricultural 
community that supplements their ongo-
ing efforts to improve irrigation efficiency.

Some examples of conservation programs 
are: drought tolerant landscape incentives, 
rebates for low flow toilets and washers 
and water audits.  The SCWA conserva-
tion webpage has contact information: 
www.solanosaveswater.org.

     
•   Supplemental state funding during drought 
conditions for increased water conservation is a 
welcome addition to local programs.
•   Any new conservation law or regulation needs 
to take into consideration geography and local cost 
effectiveness – avoid “one size fits all” solutions in 
this diverse State.

Agricultural Weather Station

Conservation Landscape

   Key Issue: 
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HABITAT CONSERVATION PLAN

SCWA is preparing a Habitat Conservation 
Plan (HCP) for the protection of endangered 
species.  The main focus of the HCP is to 
address endangered species impacts from 
city development projects and public agency 
operations and maintenance.  

We are also coordinating the HCP with Corps 
of Engineers and Regional Water Quality Con-
trol Board wetlands permitting.  

•  As the Solano HCP nears completion, state planning 
programs such as the Delta Plan, Central Valley Flood 
Protection Plan and the Bay Delta Conservation Plan 
need to coordinate with local HCP’s.

Contra Costa Goldfield

Callippe Silverspot Butterfly

Swainson’s Hawk

The HCP covers 36 species and will  
ultimately create approximately 25,000 
acres of preserves for these species while 
allowing approximately 13,000 acres of 
future urban development. 
The HCP allows for local implementation 
of endangered species permitting and 
streamlines economic development  
projects.  

   Key Issue: 
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SCWA maintains the Ulatis Flood Control 
Project in the east County and the Green 
Valley Flood Control Project in the Fairfield 
area.  SCWA is also involved in flood man-
agement planning in the County. The east-
ern part of Solano County is protected by 
Delta levees.  

• State funding is needed to meet the new requirements of 
groundwater management planning.
• Funding for local projects from appropriations of the 
new water bond (Proposition 1).

Solano groundwater users manage the groundwater 
basin sustainably and in coordination with surface 
water. SCWA, cities and agricultural districts ac-
tively monitor and manage the important groundwa-
ter resources in Solano County. SCWA is the State 
reporting entity (CASGEM Program) for Solano’s 
groundwater resources and is working with other 
groundwater users to meet the requirements of the 
2014 groundwater legislation.

SCWA participates in two Integrated Regional 
Water Management Plans:  Bay Area and Westside 
(Sacramento River Region).

Ulatis Channel

Delta Levees

Groundwater

FLOOD MANAGEMENT, GROUNDWATER, & 
INTERGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT PLANS

   Key Issue: 
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FINANCES

•  Protection of local property tax revenues 
is critical for a safe and affordable water 
supply in Solano County.
•  SCWA reserves are dedicated towards 
the funding of specific critical infrastruc-
ture projects.

Primarily funded by ad valorum property taxes, SCWA also receives additional  
funding from water charges and grants. Tax revenues and grants help keep  
wholesale water charges low to enable cities and districts to maintain affordable wa-
ter rates.  Prudently, SCWA has a series of dedicated reserves to fund future  
needed capital costs.  Foreseeable large future expenses include refurbishment of 
the 50 year old Solano Project and the funding of the North Bay Aqueduct Alternate 
Intake Project.

   Key Issues: 
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KEY ISSUES SUMMARY

Solano Project
•  SCWA seeks State grant funding of invasive mussel species management.
State Water Project 
•  The State Water Project needs to build on lessons learned from the 2013-2014 drought to balance 
water deliveries to its contractors while protecting the environment and water quality in the Delta.
• Water supply contracts between the State Water Projects and water contractors, including 
SCWA, expire in 2035 and need to be extended to finance State Water Project capital projects, such 
as the North Bay Aqueduct Alternate Intake Project. 
North Bay Aqueduct Alternate Intake Project
•  Because of the State program to increase tidal wetland habitat, the State has an obligation to help 
fund the Alternate Intake Project. 
•  SCWA believes that the State should contribute at least half of the Alternate Intake Project capi-
tal costs that is estimated to be $550 million.
Funding Needs
•  Water Bond funding is an important source of funding for SCWA programs and projects.
The Delta
•  Water quality and endangered species impacts to the North Bay Aqueduct must be   
      addressed.
•   Need to work with Solano County and local reclamation districts to minimize loss of agricultural 
lands.
•  Economic impacts of agricultural land conversion to habitat must be fully mitigated
•  Sustainable flood management  must be a part of any Delta fix. 
Yolo Bypass/Cache Slough Corridor 
• The local agencies needs State funding and participation to continue integrated management  
planning.
• Existing State funds should be utilized to allow early implementation projects to proceed to start a 
working relationship among the parties.
Lower Putah Creek Cordinating Committe
•   The LPCCC and SCWA support measures that provide funding sources for creek habitat resto-
ration projects.
Water Conservation
•   Supplemental state funding during drought conditions for increased water conservation is a wel-
come addition to local programs.
•   Any new conservation law or regulation needs to take into consideration geography and local cost 
effectiveness – avoid “one size fits all” solutions in this diverse State.
Habitat Conservation Plan
•  As the Solano HCP nears completion, state planning programs such as the Delta Plan, Central Val-
ley Flood Protection Plan and the Bay Delta Conservation Plan need to coordinate with local HCP’s.
Flood Management & Groundwater
•  State funding is needed to meet the new requirements of groundwater management planning.
•  Funding for local projects from appropriations of the new water bond (Proposition 1).
Finances
•  Protection of local property tax revenues is critical for a safe and affordable water supply in Solano 
County.
•  SCWA reserves are dedicated towards the funding of specific critical infrastructure projects.
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 For further information contact:
General Manager
Solano County Water Agency
810 Vaca Valley Parkway Suite 203
Vacaville, CA 95688 
(707) 455-1103
				  

SCWA Web page: www.scwa2.com
Solano Water Conservation Web page:  http://www.solanosaveswater.org/HOME.html

CONTACT INFORMATION

County Population (January 2012): 413,786

      Benicia: 26, 919
      Dixon: 18,282
      Fairfield: 106,379
      Rio Vista: 7,148
      Suisun City: 27,978
      Vacaville: 92,092
      Vallejo: 115,928
      Unincorporated Solano: 18,790
      UC Davis
  

SCWA SERVICE AREA

Solano County Water Agency
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