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SENATE FLOOR ALERT 

 
May 26, 2021 

 

To:   Members of the California Senate 

 

Re: SB 559 (Hurtado):  State Water Resiliency Act of 2021 - SUPPORT  

Senate Third Reading File 193 (5/26/21) 
 
On behalf of the signatories below, we wish to express support for SB 559 which seeks to address 

necessary repairs to State Water Project (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP) infrastructure, 

including canals, roads, and bridges that have been damaged due to subsidence.   

 

California’s statewide and regional conveyance facilities can support climate change resiliency by 

moving water to storage when hydrologic conditions are wet and for later use during inevitable future 

droughts. Water purveyors can blend these supplies with local water supplies to meet or exceed 

drinking water standards to make the most of California’s limited water resources.  Water delivered 

through the conveyance facilities is also used to replenish groundwater basins, fill reservoirs, support 

recycled water projects and enhance and restore ecosystems.  

 

Subsidence damage to SWP and CVP facilities has significantly reduced California’s resilience to the 

impacts of climate change.  It threatens the water supply for hundreds of California communities, 

including millions living in disadvantaged communities throughout the state.  This damage poses a 

real threat to California’s ability to reliably deliver water throughout the state.  

 

State, federal and local funding is necessary to support critical repairs to the Friant-Kern Canal, Delta 

Mendota Canal, San Luis Canal and California Aqueduct. SB 559 would establish the Canal 

Capacity Conveyance Restoration Fund for making repairs to these facilities, subject to 

appropriations by the Legislature.  Over time, this bill would:  1) help maintain affordable, clean 

drinking water for at least 31 million people, including approximately 1.25 million people living in 

disadvantaged communities; 2) help preserve the state’s $3 trillion economy; 3) protect thousands of 

existing jobs and create hundreds of new ones each year while repairs are made; 4) support critical 

habitat and ecosystem restoration efforts already underway; 5) ensure irrigation water for nearly 3.25 

million acres of farmland; and 6) bolster California’s resilience to the impacts of climate change.   

 

For all of the above reasons, we respectfully request that members of the Senate vote AYE on  

SB 559.  Thank you for your consideration.     

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Danielle Blacet-Hyden 

Deputy Executive Director 

California Municipal Utilities Association 

 
Julia Bishop Hall 

Senior Legislative Advocate 

Association of California Water Agencies 
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Gail Delihant 

Sr. Director, CA Government Affairs 

Western Growers Association 

 

Charley Wilson 

Executive Director & CEO 

Southern California Water Coalition 

 

 

 

Valerie Nera 

Policy Advocate 

California Chamber of Commerce 

 

 

 

Thomas A. Love 

General Manager 

Upper San Gabriel Valley MWD 

Matthew Stone  

General Manager 

Santa Clarita Valley Water Agency  

 

 

Thomas D. McCarthy 

General Manager 

Kern County Water Agency 

 

 
Darin Kasamoto  

General Manager  

San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water 

District 

 

Lance Eckhart  

General Manager 

San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency  

 

 
Heather Dyer  

General Manager 

San Bernardino Valley MWD  

 

 
 

Dennis D. LaMoreaux  

General Manager 

Palmdale Water District 

 

 

 

Jennifer Spindler  

General Manager 

Crestline-Lake Arrowhead Water Agency 

 

 

 

Ray A. Stokes 

Executive Director 

Central Coast Water Authority  

 

 
Dwayne Chisam 

General Manager 

Antelope Valley East Kern Water Agency 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Kightlinger, General Manager 

Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California 
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Kathy Cortner 

General Manager 

Mojave Water Agency 

 
Jacob Westra 

General Manager 

Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District 

 

 
Jim Barrett  

General Manager 

Coachella Valley Water District 

 

 
Bart Broome 

Assistant Officer for State Government Relations 

Santa Clara Valley Water District 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark. A. Gilkey 

General Manager 

Dudley Ridge Water District 

 

 

 

Sheridan Nicholas, P.E. 

Engineer-Manager 

Wheeler Ridge Maricopa Water Storage District 

 

 

 

 

Mark. A. Gilkey 

General Manager 

Lost Hills Water District 

 

 

 

 

Mark. A. Gilkey 
General Manager 

Belridge Water Storage District 

 
Mark. A. Gilkey 

General Manager 

Berenda Mesa Water District 

 
Greg A. Hammett 

General Manager 

West Kern Water District 

 
Roy Pierucci, President 

Board President 

Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage 

District 

 
Rogelio Caudillo 

General Manager 

Eastern Tule Groundwater  

Sustainability Agency 

 

 

 

 

Ara Azhderian 

General Manager 

Panoche Water District 

 

 
Anthea Hansen 

General Manager 

Del Puerto Water District 
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Chris White 

Executive Director 

San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors 

Water Authority 

 

 

 

 

Tricia Geringer 

Vice President of Government Affairs 

Agricultural Council of California 

 
Danny Merkley 

Director of Water Resources 

California Farm Bureau 

 

 
Casey Creamer 

President 

California Citrus Mutual 

 
 

 
Roger Isom 

President/CEO 

California Cotton Ginners and  

Growers Association 

 

 
Ric Ortega, General Manager 
Grassland Water District and Grassland 

Resources Conservation District 

 

 
Vince Lucchesi 

General Manager 

Patterson Irrigation District  

 

 

 

Mark S. Krause 

General Manager 

Desert Water Agency 

 
Robert J. Reeb  

Executive Director  

Valley Ag Water Coalition 

 

 
AnthonyGoff 

General Manager 

Calleguas Municipal Water District 

 

Gary Arant 
Gary Arant 

General Manager 

Valley Center Municipal Water District 

 

 

Anjanette Shadley 
Anjanette Shadley 

Assistant General Manager 

Western Canal Water District 
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Greg Thomas 

General Manager 

Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District 

 
Daniel R. Ferons 

General Manager 

Santa Margarita Water District 
 

 
Shivaji Deshmukh P.E. 

General Manager 

Inland Empire Utilities Agency 

 

 

 
Bruce Kamilos 

General Manager 

Florin Resource Conservation District/Elk Grove 

Water District 

 
Erik Hitchman 

General Manager 

Walnut Valley Water District 

 

 
Robert J. Hunter 

General Manager 

Municipal Water District of Orange County 

Gene Kilgore 

  
Gene Kilgore 
General Manager 
Corcoran Irrigation Company 

 
Matthew Litchfield 

General Manager 

Three Valleys Municipal Water District 

 

 
David Merritt, Interim General Manager 

Kings River Conservation District 

 
 

 

 

Steve Haugen, Watermaster 
Kings River Water Association 

 
Roger Isom 

President/CEO 

Western Agricultural Processors Association 

 
Ian LeMay 

President 

California Fresh Fruit Association 

 

 
Thomas W. Birmingham 

General Manager 

Westlands Water District 
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cc:      Dennis O’Connor, Chief Consultant, Senate Natural Resources and Water Committee 

 Todd Moffitt, Policy Consultant, Senate Republican Caucus 


